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B-3321 - B-3333 1850-1867 
4-48 E. Cross St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The pair of houses at 4-6 E. Cross St. was originally built as a pair of 
two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, but 4 E. Cross 
St. has been enlarged and is now three stories in height with a shed roof and 
bracketed cornice. 8 E. Cross St. is a small, two story, gable-roofed house typical 
of the type built on nearby Patapsco St. in the 1850's. 10 and 12-38 E. Cross St. 
are all three story, two bay wide, brick houses with gable roofs that serve a 
mixed commercial/residential purpose. The houses were built both just before and 
just after the Civil War by John S. Gittings and George Williamson, who each 
built alternating pairs of similar houses. 26-28 and 38 E. Cross St. have had 
their original gable roofs rebuilt as shed roofs and 38 E. Cross St. has a bracketed 
cornice. 46 E. Cross St. is a three story, two bay wide brick house with shed 
roof and bracketed cornice whose first floor area is currently being converted 
to a shopfront. 48 E. Cross St. is a two story, two bay wide, brick house with 
shed roof and bracketed cornice which has recently been converted to modern shopfront 
space. 
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DESCRIPTION B-3326 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED _SjRIGrNAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS -XALTERED —MOVED DATE 

2LFAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This pair of three story, two bay brick houses with gable roofs was built 
in the 1860's and formed part of a group of such houses extending along this 
side of Cross St. 18 Cross St. has been covered with formstone and the first 
floor area of 20 Cross St. has been converted into a store-front. 

The houses are three stories in height, 14 1/2' wide, and occupy lots 73' * 
deep. Each house has a three story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall 
extension which connects the main house to a two story high, three bay deep rear 
addition, followed by a two story high, one bay deep frame addition. The houses 
are constructed in running bond but 18 Cross has been covered with formstone. 
The low-pitched gable roof has a two-tier brick cornice, which has later decorative 
diagonal brickwork at 20 Cross. There is a paired double rectangular chimney 
located along the partition wall between the two houses on both the front and 
rear roof gables. 

All of the door and window openings have splayed brick lintels. The sills 
at 20 Cross are stone but they seem to be relatively new. The sills at 18 Cross 
are hidden by the formstone covering. All of the window openings are filled 
with 1/1 double hung sash. At 18 Cross there is a modern flush door set beneat 
a single light transom. The first floor area of 20 Cross has been converted 
into a modern store-front. The entire facade is faced with black, glazed tiles. 
There is a glass and panel door located in the easternmost bay, flanked by a 
wide shop window consisting of one single rectangular light set over multi-lights. 
Three wide transom lights are set across the top of the store-front. There is 
no cornice. Both entrances are reached by one stone step. A flat-roofed 
alleyway runs between the tfao houses. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 -XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

-2*800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
c. 1858-1866 George W. Williamson 

, STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

See under 12 E. Cross St. 

The first owner of the houses was a George Zeun, who operated a tobacco shop 
at 18 E. Cross St. and probably rented 20 E. Cross to another shop-keeper tenant. 
Zeun retained ownership until 1884. 

-Baltimore City Directory, 1868-9 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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18-20 E. Cross Street 
Block 0935A Lots 025-024 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3326 18-20 E. Cross St. 

M.E.H. 5/79 

South elevation 


